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FOLLOWING THE LEADER
Wow, we have so much to share with you in this newsletter, as God has been
Silver Sponsors

doing an incredible work! Last year at this time, we felt God tell us “to be still and
to wait on Him.” That’s not an easy thing to do in a non-profit full of “doers,” but
we chose to be obedient and wait on His direction. Well, the wait is over, and we
are excited to announce the vision God has put on our hearts to extend the tent
stakes of our ministry.

Bronze Sponsors

The Vision? To construct a ministry building designed with the space needed for
discipleship, outreach, community, and kids! The vision LCM established many
years ago was to see thriving neighbors and neighborhoods, for us to have a community where neighbors helped each other, and love was the norm. That has
been hard to see at times, but after twenty-five years of investing in this community, we are seeing a lasting impact. While we are helping our neighbors with
their financial or food needs, we are also focused on building relationships with
them that gain trust and transform lives. When a person experiences God’s grace
through a place like Lighthouse, it touches their heart, and they want to do the
same for someone else. We constantly hear countless stories of our neighbors in
need helping their neighbors and even strangers.

Be still and
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know that
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I am God .

Please join us in prayer for this project because we believe that this building will
help us expand this Vision. As many of you know, the economy has led to extremely high building supply costs, but we are reminded that our Father in Heaven owns the cattle on a thousand hills (Psalms 50:10). He guides us, and He will
provide for us! Just imagine the relationships, the community, and the dreams
we can build when we have ample space to do it!

-Psalm 46:10
Silent Auction Donors
Individuals:
Kendra Aldridge
State Rep. Greg Bonnen
Lance & Erin Boyd
Thomas & Dane Brinsko
Lynn & Julie Calhoun
Ed & Tonya Clark
Nona Renee Fonda
Darrell Picha
Joanie Robinson
Loxley & Linda Shingleton
Fran Steele

Teresa Vencil
Andrea Webb
Larry & Lou Ellen Wheeler
Richard Williams

Businesses:
Axe Masters
Avenida Brazilian Steakhouse
Bay Oaks Country Club
Bella Vita Day Spa
Chick-fil-a (SS Blvd. & 96)
Correct Electric

Craft 96
Cupcake Cachet
Del Papa Distributing
Gilhouly’s Oyster Bar
Greg’s Groom’n Room
Healthy Wave
Houston Interactive Aquarium &
Animal Preserve
Kendra Scott
Jardina Gardens
La Cocina
Magnolia Creek Golf Club

Main Event
Moody Bank
Moody Gardens Golf Course
Moody Gardens Hotel
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Panera Bread
Raising Canes (SS Blvd & 96)
Saloon Door
San Lorenzo’s Mexican Restaurant
Sea Lark Chiropractic
Skydive Spaceland Houston

South Shore Harbour Resort
Spec’s
Stages Theatre
Star Cinema Grill
Tara Morgan Design
T-Bone Toms
Tee Box
Texas Rangers
Third Coast Shallows
Tradewind Alpacas
Tune Up Manly Saloon

-Tammy Eckart, E.D.
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PRAISE GOD FOR COMMUNITY!

LOVE HAS GROWN HERE FOR 25 YEARS!
Distinguished Service Awards

Senior Outreach Ministry

Our seniors continue to gather in-person for LCM’s senior

Celebrating 25 years!

parties. Thanks to the generosity of Faith Assembly Church
on Grand Ave. allowing us to use their fellowship hall, Lighthouse has been able to host monthly gatherings filled with
food, fun, and a devotional time. We have also had businesses come forward to provide special meals for our seniors like
South Shore Harbor Resort and Chick-fil-a (South Shore/96),
just to name a few.
In addition to meeting for monthly parties, LCM continues to
provide home food deliveries as needed for our homebound
seniors in the community. We also are making special seasonal deliveries, like on Valentine’s Day (pictured below) to
all seniors in our program. What a blessing our seniors are to
our community and to the next generation. It is a privilege to
celebrate and serve them!

Sonrise Service

If you would like to be a part of our Senior Ministry, we are
building a team of volunteers to serve them. We are looking
for volunteers who can regularly help at our senior party
luncheons on the 3rd Friday of every month and assist with
home deliveries to approximately 20 homebound seniors
monthly. If you’re interested, please contact Crystal at
crystal@lighthousecm.org .

Celebrating the Risen Lord is wonderful to do with the community, and it is a local tradition. This year the weather may
have been overcast, but the light of Christ was brighter than
ever! The local churches from Bacliff, San Leon, and Bayview
(along with LCM staff and volunteers) joined together at sunrise to lead the annual Sonrise Service at Bayshore Park. It is a
special gathering as neighbors come by foot, golf cart, and car
to meet under the pavilion and worship together. The service
began with a trumpet solo. LCM staff and volunteers led the
community in a time of worship with a stirring rendition of
“Because He Lives” & “Ain’t No Grave.” Program Director Crystal Matthews shared a powerful poem she wrote, and the community gave an offering to bless Lighthouse’s benevolence
fund. Pastor Rick Harper delivered the message, focusing on
the hope we have in the resurrection of Christ Jesus. Pastor
Karl Newman, along with the other local pastors, brought the
service to a close with a time of corporate and individual prayer. What a beautiful way to begin such a special day of celebration! He is RISEN!!

“None of this would have
happened without the
love, dedication, service
and VISION of
3 very special people.”

Chuck & Terry Gussles

Karl Newman

Chuck’s original vision for Lighthouse was simple…to be a
place where folks could love their neighbors in need. A place
to pray together and assist others in finding a local church
home if they didn’t already have one. Chuck has lived out
that vision in numerous and very tangible ways over these 25
years by serving as a scholarship mentor, Lightkeeper, and
ever present and willing prayer warrior. A Board Member
since inception, he served as Chairman for the first 20 years
and Treasurer for the past 5 years.

Pastor Karl of Bayshore Friends Church was also there in the
very beginning when Chuck began to share his vision for the
ministry; meeting together weekly to pray about the possibilities. He was there when they visited other local non-profit
organizations, and he was there when they began to meet
weekly with local ministers as an advisory board at T-Bone
Tom’s. Also serving on the Board of Directors since inception,
it seems Karl has always been there! Karl was instrumental in
the formation of the Bay Area Ministerial Alliance, a partnership between local pastors and LCM. Another Wednesday
morning prayer warrior, Karl has modeled for the community
what it means to take off your outer garments, wrap a towel
around your waist, and wash feet. Imagine that, a teacher
who loves folks enough to wash their feet! Thank you, Karl!

Terry, like Chuck, has been here from the beginning. She too
has served as a scholarship mentor and Lightkeeper. When an
opportunity to expand the ministry to include medical services was initiated in 2013, Terry was instrumental in seeing
that become a reality using her nursing background and love
of people. To this day, she continues to serve in the medical
clinic, providing loving care and a listening presence to her
patients. She too is a faithful prayer warrior for the ministry
and for anyone who walks through those double doors in
need of a savior whose name is Jesus.
For 25 years, Chuck and Terry have modeled for us service
together as a Christian couple. Thank you!

Thank You
Gala Youth
Volunteers!

Scholarship Recipients

Beginning 3 years ago, in honor of our Distinguished Service Award
recipients, LCM started awarding scholarships to youth volunteers
who serve at LCM’s Annual Gala. This was done in hopes of inspiring
and encouraging their desire to serve the community while supporting their dreams for higher education. This year our scholarship
recipients were Keegan Schoellkopf, recipient of The Gussler Scholarship, and David Boyd, recipient of the The Karl Newmann Scholarship.

Building relationships through service ...
Lighthouse Christian Ministries | PO Box 718 Bacliff, TX 77518

...to shine Christ’s love and hope in our community
(281)339-3033 | lighthousecm.org

GALA 2022

LCM COMMUNITY GARDEN & NEW FOOD FAIR
Introducing the
Polar Express

Love Grows Here

April 29th we hosted our Annual Gala, and we celebrat-

Spring Harvest

ed all God has done in and through our ministry over the
past 25 years! Lighthouse Christian Ministries’ 2022 Annual Gala, Love Grows Here, was an opportunity to savor
the spring evening at HAAK Vineyards & Winery, while enjoying the beautiful landscape. Guests were treated to
farm-to-table inspired culinary creations by Celebrity Chef
Mary Bass, which were created to pair perfectly with HAAK’s handcrafted wines. The evening included powerful testimonies and a special performance by Behold the Lamb of
God Tour singer/songwriter Andy Gullahorn. It was a
memorable evening of food, fun, music, and fellowship.

The LCM Community Garden has had a tremendous
spring harvest! Last year was a record breaking year with
823 lbs. of produce grown. This spring the garden has
yielded over 1100 lbs. of produce! The crops include
brussel sprouts, cucumbers, peppers, tomatoes, squash,
zuchinni, arugla, and pole beans. Every Thursday morning
at 9am, a core group of volunteers from the community
come and work in the garden. They work together to
plant, maintain and harvest the beds as well as mow the
grass and check on the irrigation system. Our garden is for
the whole community, and you can engage by volunteering. We made our final harvest this week, but come September we would love to have you join us. The first Saturday of the month, from 10-11am, anyone can come for
a garden tour and ask our expert volunteers questions
about growing a sustainable organic garden.

We are thrilled to share that we doubled our fundraising
goal for 2022... Thank You! We look forward to shining
Christ’s love in our community for the next 25 years!

Lighthouse Christian Ministries, in partnership with The
Galveston County Food Bank, began a new Fresh Food
Fair that we fondly refer to as The Polar Express. This
refrigerated trailer arrives weekly on Tuesday mornings
(excluding the 2nd Tuesday of the month) with fresh
fruits, vegetables, and baked goods. Drive-thru distribution begins at 7:30am in the back of our building. This
food fair is in addition to our 2nd Tuesday and 4th Saturday distributions at Bayshore Park and K.E. Little Elementary. Food Fairs are a wonderful volunteer opportunity
for anyone interested in serving others with LCM. You
can show up individually, with friends or with a small
group. It’s also a great opportunity for families to serve
together as it’s a family friendly event. Hope to see you
there!
Food Fair Schedule:
1st, 3rd, 4th Tuesday/Month—LCM (back drive) | 7:30-8:30a
2nd Tuesday/Month—Bayshore Park | 8-10:30a
4th Saturday/Month—K.E. Little Elementary | 8-10:30a
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GOD IS AT WORK

LCM CELEBRATES
National Day
of Prayer

Get Ready…
Kidz Dayz
is COMING!

Good Luck & God Bless

Fran Steele has served at LCM and was
Testimony of God’s Provision

Kidz Dayz

This sweet senior is now “home” thanks to the generosity of

We are getting ready to begin one of our largest outreach

others! Debra found herself homeless and at Lighthouse seeking help. What Debra didn’t know was that just a few days before, this beautiful RV was donated to LCM. A disabled vet was
gifted this trailer by a group who built him this deck with a
ramp. Prior to the man passing, he asked that the RV (one of
his only possessions) be given to someone else in need.
So, Lighthouse put Debra in a hotel until the RV was ready for
her to take possession, and we helped her with the first
month’s rent.
Another senior that had received some help from our Senior
Program Coordinator had received a new electric wheelchair.
He contacted our LCM staff and asked if there was someone in
need of his old wheelchair. Debra had been struggling with a
cane and was blessed to receive the gifted wheelchair.
Debra fell and had an accident several months after moving into
her RV. When she got out of the hospital, she needed help with
cleaning, etc. Another neighbor
at LCM who has received help
from us over the years, just
moved in to the same RV park
as Ms. Debra. When our Client
Service Director Ann told the
young woman about Ms.
Debra’s needs, she offered to
help her without hesitation.
That is what community is about, “neighbors helping neighbors.” That is our vision and this is just one of the examples we
see of our neighbors carrying it out every single day! Thank
you Lord for allowing us to be a part of her testimony!

events of the year. Beginning July 11th, we will host our annual Kidz Dayz Camp for students K-5th grade. This three
week camp will focus on the biblical truths that we are created in Christ and designed for God’s purpose. Our mission at
LCM is to shine Christ’s love and hope in our community...and
what better way than to share the gospel with the youth of
our community. We are still in need of volunteers for week 2
and 3. Help is needed from 8am-1pm and you can work
whatever day(s) is/are best for you.
Contact crystal@lighthousecm.org

2nd Saturday - Kidz Edition

As a year round extension of the Kidz Dayz Summer Outreach Ministry, LCM began hosting a 2nd Saturday Kidz Edition gathering. These gatherings are meant to encourage our
youth in their faith and provide a space for them to grow in
community and have fun! Kylie , a regular attender, comes
every week and brings friends. Shelby, another regular
attender, volunteers in our garden each week, was a Kidz
Dayz attendee and served as a counselor last year. This year
she will return as our paid Kidz Dayz Intern!

on staff as our Medical Ministry Manager
for years. She retired in January 2022
and recently relocated in May.
Fran
became an integral part of our medical
and dental ministry, and she will be
greatly missed. Fran is enjoying retirement with her son PJ, his wife Erika and
their family in Indianapolis, Indiana, but
she will remain a friend to San Leon and
this community . She promises to visit!

National Day of Prayer is an opportunity to gather together in unity to pray for
our nation collectively. This year, neighbors gathered in the front parking lot of
LCM to pray for our families, churches,
workplaces, schools, military, government, entertainment, media, and art.
The 2022 theme and scripture prayed:
Exhault the Lord who
has established us.

-Colossians 2:6-7

Congratulations to Amber

Kaplan,
one of our scholarship students and
LCM’s newest college graduate. Amber
graduated with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Education from the University
of Houston. Please join us in celebrating
Amber’s accomplishment and pray for
her as she embarks on her new career.
Amber had an LCM mentor to guide her
until she reached her goal. We are always looking for mentors for our new
students. Interested? Contact us!

LCM Executive Director Tammy Eckart and HUT Executive Director Hillary Gramm met one day
to discuss how our ministries could partner to impact the youth in our community. It didn’t take them
long to realize Lighthouse’s scholarship program could be a blessing to one of the graduated HUT students, and so the “Build-A-Hut” Scholarship was created.
Higher UP Texas is an organization that serves Dickinson High School Students. The name is derived from
the core values that embody the culture of this organization: Honesty, Integrity, Grit, Hopefulness, Eagerness, Readiness. They believe when these core values are lived out, we ALL move UP! Applicants who

could exhibit some level of financial need and demonstrate the HUT core values, also had to submit an
essay describing how these values propelled their development into adulthood. The first annual LCM
Build-a-HUT Scholarship was awarded to Elizabeth Soto. Elizabeth will be attending Texas A&M Corpus
Christi in the fall. Please join us in congratulating Elizabeth & praying for her to have a great year!

Support LCM with your online shopping through ...

Visit https://smile.amazon.com and
select Lighthouse Christian Ministries as
your charity and Amazon will donate a
percentage of your purchase!
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