
Welcome New Board Members 

The Greatest 

Christmas Shoppe 

 This holiday season, LCM 

once again joined His Touch Worship 

Center in San Leon for the annual 

Community Thanksgiving Service 

where thanksgiving food baskets were 

distributed to our neighbors.  Families 

from the Bayshore community enjoyed 

an inspiring message, praised the Lord 

in song, and dined on a hot pizza 

dinner before frozen turkeys and 

Thanksgiving baskets were distributed 

to those in need. Each year, generous 

LCM donors fill gift baskets with  

all the trimmings for a traditional 

Thanksgiving dinner.  This year, 129 

families in our community received 

Thanksgiving baskets . 

Mid-Winter 2019 
TM 

 Lighthouse welcomed three new board members early in 

December.  All are staunch supporters and advocates of the LCM 

mission.  They are Travis Powell, owner of the Chic-Fil-A restaurant 

on State Highway 96, Michael Cornett, president of Texas Citizens 

Bank, and Stephanie Knea, missions director for Gloria Dei Lutheran 

Church.  They will serve through December 2021. 

 “We are privileged and honored to have such talented people 

join the LCM Board bringing their knowledge and expertise to our 

ministries,” said Erika Steele, Lighthouse executive director.   

Thanksgiving Service and Gift Baskets 

Travis Powell Mike Cornett Stephanie Knea 

 Each year at Christmas, the second 

floor of the Lighthouse building is magically 

transformed into Santa’s toy shop.  LCM 

supporters generously donate toys for 

families who are not able to afford Christmas 

Gifts for their children and our ministry helps 

supply families in need with gifts for the 

holidays.  This year 366 children found 

Christmas gifts and toys from Santa under 

the tree.  Moms and dads were able to “shop” 

for their children’s favorites at The Greatest 

Christmas Shoppe. 

 “This is probably the most fun that 

we have all year,” said Marissa Reiter, 

Lighthouse Outreach Manager.  “It makes us 

so happy that so many people step forward to 

give to kids who may not have much under 

the tree.” 



Building relationships through service... 

“Blessings” is a snapshot of stories about the people who turn to Lighthouse for assistance. The stories are true, but 

the names of our neighbors have been changed and our staff and volunteer names have been omitted because we 

believe the blessings communicated here belong to God.  

Blessings 

 A young woman came into LCM for assistance in 

May last year. Christie and her three daughters were 

homeless, struggling to get back on their feet and without 

much hope. A ministry staffer learned during the meeting 

that she was a trained surgical technician who had let her 

license expire after losing her last job. She felt that 

Christie was a strong candidate for help through the LCM 

Work/Trade Program. Christie was accepted into the 

program and Lighthouse committed to pay for her study 

materials and expensive test fee if she met certain 

conditions. Christie worked hard and kept her word and 

scheduled her licensing test.  

 The day before the test, the staffer called to 

confirm that she was ready only to learn that Christie was 

again homeless, without a car, overdrawn at the bank, and 

had no way to get to Houston for the test. After some 

discussion, it was decided LCM would provide her 

transportation to Houston. Upon picking her up, she was 

very nervous and studied the entire trip. During the trip, 

Christie had her doubts and a sense of hopelessness.  

 Upon arriving, the Lighthouse staffer said, “we 

have to pray.”  They prayed for God to bring all the 

information into her mind as she takes the exam. The test 

was scheduled to last four hours, but just two hours later 

the phone rang. The person on the line was crying 

hysterically. The staffer knew it had to be Christie and it 

had to be bad news. She finally gained enough composure 

to tell her LCM friend she finished the test early. Christie 

then said, “I passed, God answered our prayers!” 

 The Lighthouse mentor picked up a changed 

person that afternoon. She cried more tears of joy than 

anyone had ever seen, and she kept thanking God. This 

young woman, who was so hopeless that morning, was 

now filled with great hope for her future. Please join us in 

praying for God to continue to guide this family into a 

healthy future.  

George’s New Truck  As the old LCM truck began to show its age, as well as 

the wear and tear from transporting LCM people and goods for 

years, George Click, our food pantry guru, and resident LCM 

driver, began to pray.  We know God heard the prayers, but so 

did Erika Steele, our executive director.  She quickly applied 

for a grant with the Moody Foundation to replace the truck, 

and while both were wringing their hands hoping and praying 

for funding, the truck finally blew its last gasket.  Fortunately, 

the Lord’s timing was impeccable because the very next day 

the Foundation notified her LCM had been approved for the 

funding. 

 

“And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you 

have faith.” (Matthew 21:22) 



...to shine Christ’s love and hope in our community. 

Gift Wrapping for Charity 
 The Microsoft store at Baybrook Mall is a 

reliable supporter of Lighthouse, and each year they 

allow our volunteers to work outside their store gift 

wrapping for mall customers. The gift wrapping is free of 

charge, but gift givers were welcome to make a donation 

if they wished. This year we had many volunteers over a 

two-day period who wrapped gifts to raise money for 

Lighthouse.  Thanks to all our wonderful volunteers. 

Little Man, Big Heart 
 At nine years old, Alvin resident, Jace Dungan, is 

already a man of action.  He and his grandfather Mark 

Higdon were driving through an underpass when Jace 

noticed a homeless family living beneath the bridge.  

Asking who they were and why they were there, Higdon 

explained that not everyone is as fortunate as they.  He 

told Jace that sometimes people just have some bad luck 

and needed a little help.  One thing Jace noticed right 

away was that even though it was a chilly November day, 

no one in the family had a coat. That is when Jace 

decided to take action. With the help of his family, Jace 

used social media and word of mouth, to collect 235 coats 

for families in need, which he donated to Lighthouse 

Christian Ministries to distribute to the Bayshore 

Community.   

 “Jace has always been a really tenderhearted 

young man,” Higdon said.  “Jace is always on the honor 

roll at school and even got the principal’s award for 

empathy.  He didn’t even know what the word meant.” 

 Twice monthly, LCM holds a mobile food 

distribution fair in Bacliff and San Leon.  All the coats 

were distributed to those in need at the food fairs.  This 

isn’t the first act of philanthropy for Jace and his grandad, 

who he calls “Pops”.  At Christmas, Jace wrote 77 

Christmas cards to soldiers serving overseas who couldn’t 

be home for Christmas. 

 “It isn’t often that we see a young man reach out 

to others like this who are in need,” said Tammy Eckart, 

Operations Director for Lighthouse Christian Ministries.  

“He is certainly a shining example for all of us.” 

 We had a going away party for one of our most 

faithful volunteers December 20. Tina Kwiecinski (in the 

hat) is leaving us for her family, and more specifically, 

her twin grandbabies. Tina worked in the food pantry, the 

Resale Shop, the senior program, food distribution fairs 

and anywhere she was needed. We'll miss you, Tina! 

Farewell, Tina! 
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Lighthouse Christian Ministries 

Annual Celebration and Gala 

 

Saturday, March 23, 2019 

6-10 p.m. 

Semi-formal Attire 

Lone Star Flight Museum 

11551 Aerospace Ave. 

Houston, TX 77034  

 

Sponsorships and Auction Items 

Needed: 

We are now accepting sponsorships for the Gala and 

donations for the silent auction. If you wish to donate 

goods or services for the auction, or are interested in 

sponsoring the gala, email Larry Acker  at 

larry@lighthousecm.org or call 281-339-3033, ext. 315 

for more information. 

Sponsorship Levels: 

$15,000.00 - Diamond 

$10,000.00 - Sapphire 

$5,000.00 - Platinum 

     $2,500.00 - Gold 

     $1,000.00 - Silver 

     $500.00 - Bronze 


